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September 1, 2022 
 

Greetings Doty Families! 
 

Annnnd they’re off!  We are up and 
running and it is so wonderful to have 
everyone back in the building. I am 
thinking that all of you fed our return-

ing students fertilizer over the summer, they’ve all gotten so much bigger and older looking!  For the 
first several weeks we are working on learning new and remembering old routines.  We all have to 
get used to sharing our space with more people than we are used to, interacting with more people 
than we are used to, and using our brains in  
different ways than we are used to.  As always, here at Doty we really focus on developing our  
understanding of what it means to be part of a community. 
 

We are having our first special day at Doty on September 14.  We will be celebrating Dot Day 
again.  Dot Day is based off of the book, The Dot, by Peter Reynolds.  The book celebrates finding 
creativity, even if you think you don’t have any.  That creativity can start with something as simple 
as a dot.  As always with our special days, we will be providing the students with all kinds of dots 
and dot related activities.  I never want these days to put any sort of pressure on families.  You all 
have enough to take care of! 
 

September 14th is also the day of our Open House, from 5 to 6PM.  We will be reviving the tradition 
of the Great Doty Scavenger Hunt.  The purpose of our open house is for all of you to come see our 
school and meet the staff here.  This is not the appropriate time to have a conversation about your 
student as a learner.  If you have concerns or questions about your student as a learner, please 
reach out to their teacher separately. 
 

Finally,  we are looking forward to December and thinking about the Pie Breakfast and Silent  
Auction.  So, save the first Saturday in December!  This is a big undertaking and we need volun-
teers to help pull it all together.  Please email me if you are interested in helping. 
 

As always, thank you for sharing your students with us! 

Gillian 





 

  

September 14th— Doty Dot Day! 

September 14th 5pm to 6pm Doty Open House! 

Monday September 5th , Labor Day, No School 

 



Aug 30, 2022 
 

Welcome Back!  
 

Thanks to everyone who has brought back paperwork! Please let me know if you have questions 
about anything that has gone home from the health office. 
 

As some of you likely know, our district illness policy has changed a bit. You can find the most up to 
date information in the health and safety handbook. I will also include some sections from the    
handbook below. You can always check in with me if you have questions about whether or not your 
student should come to school. 
 

I am so excited to share that Doty has received recognition as a silver level Asthma Friendly 
School through the VT Department of Health. Only five schools in the entire state were      
recognized! You can find out more about this program here. Throughout the year you can expect 
more information on asthma to be delivered via the digest as I work to attain gold level for next year.  

 Speaking of Asthma, Peak Week is coming. Peak week is the time of year where the        
conditions tend to be just right to agitate asthma symptoms.It is typically the 3rd week in        
September. You can find an infographic about peak week below. 

 

 “The prevalence of asthma in Vermont and other New England states is among the 
highest in the nation. In 2017, 12% of Vermont adults had asthma, which was the fifth -
highest rate in the U.S. In 2017, 7% of Vermont children had asthma.” according to            
Healthvermont.gov 

 
 

August is Children’s Eye Health and Safety month and I will be beginning our annual vision 
and hearing screenings.  

 If you have any concerns about your child’s vision or hearing, please feel free to reach out to 
me.  

 

 Referrals will be sent home if a child is in need of a check in with their primary care provider 
after their screening. 

 
 

You can reach me by:  

Email: JAbisla@u32.org  

Phone: 802-223-5656 ext 125  

fax: 802-223-0216 

 

I look forward to a wonderful year with your kids! 
Nurse Jess 

From the WCUUSD district health and  safety manual: 
 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/wellness/asthma/asthma-friendly-schools
mailto:JAbisla@u32.org


 

 
 

From the WCUUSD district health and  safety manual: 
 
Health Office Recommendations For Health Absences 
 
Below are some guidelines for when a child should be kept home from school due to 
illness and school policy: 

 Fever (greater than 100°). Your child’s temperature should be back to normal 
(less than 99°) for at least 24 hours before returning to school without the aid of 
medication. 

 

 Coughing (excessive). Your child’s cough should be “dry” sounding and      
easily controlled by a drink of water or cough drop before returning to school.  

 

 Vomiting or Diarrhea. Your child should be able to eat food and drink liquids 
without vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 hours before returning to school.  

 

 Infection. If your child has been tested or treated for any contagious infection, please have 
them stay at home until test results are available. If positive for infection, they should have had 
their medication for at least 24 hours before returning to school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 is a disease, caused by a virus not previously seen in humans. COVID-19 is spread mostly by 
respiratory droplets released when people talk, cough, or sneeze. Important practices that help reduce the 
risk of spreading the virus and reduce the risk of infection, include getting the COVID19 vaccine and      
boosters, staying home when sick, and handwashing. Certain age groups and/or people with specific health 
conditions may be at more risk for complications from the illness. We encourage you to discuss any concerns 
you have with your personal medical provider to determine what is best for you.   

 
WCUUSD will implement the health and safety guidance from the Vermont Department of Health and the 
Vermont Agency of Education which will reflect the current impact that the virus is having on our community. 
You can find more information about Vermont’s guidance here. Specifically, the health and safety guidance 
includes: 

 Stay up to date on vaccinations: Vaccines are the best tool we have to protect ourselves against 
COVID-19, especially from severe illness, hospitalization and death. Vermonters ages 6 months and   
older can get vaccinated. The Vermont DOH strongly encourages you to protect yourself by getting    
vaccinated as soon as possible, and get your booster shot for full protection when eligible. 

 

 Stay home when sick: Whether you have symptoms of COVID-19, the flu, or another contagious 
illness, please stay home if you are sick and call your healthcare provider if needed. This helps keep 
germs from spreading, protects those who may be at risk of serious illness, and gives you a chance to 
get well.  

 
Testing: Students & staff exhibiting COVID19 symptoms (Fever (100.4 °F or higher), cough, shortness of 

breath or difficulty breathing, chills, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/symptoms-sickness/symptoms


 nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea) are encouraged to test. More information can be found here about 
testing in Vermont, or contact the nurse if you would like a test. 

 

 If your child tests positive: If your child tests positive for COVID19, they should stay home and iso-
late for at least 5 days from the date of their positive test or the start of their symptoms, whichever is earlier. 
They can end isolation and return to school after day 5 if their symptoms have improved AND they have had 
no fever for at least 24 hours without the use of medicine that reduces fevers. Testing is not required to return 
to school. 

 If your child becomes symptomatic at school: If students present with symptoms of illness at 
school, we will continue to screen for possible COVID19 infection. The following protocol is in place 
across our schools: 

 

 School nurses may use LAMP or antigen tests to test symptomatic individuals in school (consent for 
testing was included in our back-to-school health forms). The school nurse will contact the parents or 
caregivers  to notify them of testing. Students who do not have permission to be tested will be sent home. 

 

 If the LAMP or antigen test is positive for COVID-19, the student will be sent home. The 
student will be isolated from others and wear a mask until they are picked up by a parent or 
caretaker.  

 

 If the LAMP or antigen test is negative, the nurse will assess whether or not the symptoms 
are indicative of another potential illness and whether the student is not well enough to learn or 
participate. Decisions about whether students are sent home are made by the school nurse 
based on clinical assessment..  

 

 Masks:  While masks are not required by our current health guidance, masking can be part of a com-
prehensive mitigation strategy to minimize the risk of spreading illness. Individuals may still choose to 
wear masks based on their individual situation. Our school continues to be a mask-friendly environment. 
Should the VT Department of Health Guidance change and begin requiring universal masking, WCUUSD 
will follow those guidelines. 

 
 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/testing
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-treatment#positivetest


 





 Welcome Back 

We Missed You! 


